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\ FOREWORD
We present in this volume the papers given at the fourth annual
Clinic on Library Applications of Data Processing, held at Urbana,
Illinois, from April 24-27, 1966, under the sponsorship of the Uni-
versity of Illinois Graduate School of Library Science.
"The Use of a Remote Console in Programmed Teaching by
Computer" is the title of the speech and the demonstration presented
by Professor Donald L. Bitzer at the Clinic. As this speech was not
recorded, we are reprinting, with the permission of the publisher, an
article entitled "The Uses of PLATO, a Computer Controlled Teach-
ing System," which appeared in the January 1966 issue of Audio Visu-
al Instruction. This article by Professors Bitzer, Lyman, and Easley
contains in essence the material presented by Donald Bitzer at the
Clinic.
Not included in this volume are the remarks by Neil McMullan,
Robert Trocchi, and Philip St. Aubin of the Minneapolis-Honeywell
Company; they described the features and library uses of Honeywell
computers, especially the 200 series. Also omitted from this publi-
cation are the discussions which followed each paper and the content
of the problem session.
It seems clear that data processing has already affected many
libraries and is likely to affect many more in the near future. The
university and special libraries have been among the first to become
involved, and usually at the computer level; school and public li-
braries are beginning to be involved, and usually at the level of
punched cards. But involvement is only a first step along the road
to successful operation of effective systems of data processing; to
travel this road, librarians need to learn many new things.
In this process of successful application to libraries of data
processing, the University of Illinois Graduate School of Library
Science seeks to make a contribution by way of this annual conference
or Clinic. The focus of the meeting is on the reporting of actual ex-
perience in case history form. We seek promising and fruitful ex-
perience (e.g., PLATO's use of a console -computer hook-up) and not
necessarily successful experience alone; for surely we can learn
much from mistakes and failures too. Libraries which have had ex-
perience with computers, which should be shared with others in the
profession, are invited to communicate with the School for a possible
place in future Clinics. Besides the emphasis on case reports, the
Clinic pattern includes each year a presentation by a manufacturer
of data processing equipment, a paper on a functional technique (in
this volume, it is Jean Perreault's paper "Approaches to Library
Filing by Computer") and a general paper. This pattern seems to
have been appropriate for the registrants at the Clinics so far to
judge from their remarks and from the capacity audience we have
usually had.
The planning committee for the 1966 Clinic consisted of Mrs.
Frances B. Jenkins and Mr. Dewey E. Carroll of the Library School
faculty. I wish to thank them and our other colleagues for their active
assistance and participation in the Clinic. The speakers, of course,
were the major contributors to whatever success the Clinic had, and
all of us here appreciate their effort. The registrants too helped in
the educative process, and their presence and cooperation were our
reward.
Herbert Goldhor
Urbana, Illinois
November, 1966
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